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Waterfront Film Festival names Cynthia Hagedorn to newly 

created regional coordinator position 
Position aims at continuing festival growth into year-round regional presence 

  
South Haven, Michigan, Oct. 22, 2014 – Cynthia Hagedorn, West Michigan events producer, 

artist, educator and founding director of Square Peg Events, has been named regional coordinator 

of the Waterfront Film Festival, a new fulltime position created to facilitate growth of the popular 

summer festival into a year-round event with a wider regional reach. 

 

“We have always envisioned Waterfront Film Festival growing into a year-round 

organization featuring various events, seminars and screenings throughout the entire 

year,” said festival co-founder Hopwood DePree. “Bringing Cynthia on, with her vast experience 

and connections throughout West Michigan, will make it possible for the nonprofit organization 

to reach out to an expanded audience base, sponsors and corporate support throughout the 

region.” 

 

Based in South Haven for the past two years, Waterfront Film Festival has enjoyed increased 

support and participation from numerous individuals and organizations both in South Haven and 

throughout the greater West Michigan region, spanning north to Ludington, southwest to Chicago 

and east to Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo.  

 

“Over the last 17 years, including the past two in South Haven, we have been able to build a loyal 

audience base and we would love to see that expand and see more events happening up and down 

the lakeshore. This is a significant step in making that vision a reality,” DePree said. 

 

As regional coordinator, Hagedorn will oversee community outreach and audience development 

as well as coordination of the festival itself. Dori DePree said that Hagedorn is a natural fit for the 

position. 

 

“In addition to just being a great person, she has a wealth of experience in this area. Cynthia been 

a successful event producer for over a decade and a half, having worked in and built connections 

with many communities throughout the region. She has an excellent reputation for everything 

she’s done in West Michigan. Cynthia has great enthusiasm and is familiar with the festival.  We 

have a shared vision of what Waterfront can become in the future, so it’s all very exciting,” she 

said. 
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Hagedorn said that she is eager for the challenge and opportunity to work with the festival 

founders toward realizing the vision of an expanded experience. 

 

“I truly feel that this is a match made in heaven. I have always respected the ingenuity and 

business sense the founders have demonstrated.  They are great people with solid reputations of 

being supportive to their communities and engaging new ideas. I am so excited to be working as a 

team with such passionate people to develop year-round programming and grow it on a regional 

level, linking together communities and interfacing a broader spectrum of the arts,” she said. 

 

“We have had numerous discussions with community cultural organizations to collaborate to 

produce a wide array of happenings throughout the year including music, performing and visual 

arts. We will expand educational programming, conferences and seminars. We are going to bring 

in new people from all over on a larger scale. I am just really excited to go boots-on-the-ground 

and start forging new bridges between our wonderful Michigan communities,” Hagedorn said. 

 

Hopwood DePree said that he hopes an expanded festival will provide an even greater positive 

economic stimulus throughout West Michigan. 

About Waterfront Film Festival 

Now in its 17th year, Waterfront Film Festival celebrates independent film and filmmakers in a non-

competitive environment. Located along the Michigan lakeshore, WFF is one of the leading destination 

film festivals in the Midwest, regularly hosting Midwest premieres of Academy Award-winning and 

nominated documentaries.  Recognized as a top five film festival, WFF is a non-profit event committed to 

creating a “middle coast” venue for independent filmmakers while further enhancing the cultural draw of 

West Michigan. For more information on Waterfront Film Festival visit www.waterfrontfilm.org, “like” us 

on Facebook at facebook.com/WaterfrontFilm and follow us on Twitter at.twitter.com/WaterfrontFilm. 

About Cynthia Hagedorn 

Cynthia Hagedorn is an events producer, artist, educator and curator maintaining a studio in Zeeland, Mich. 

Her company, Square Peg Events, produces dozens of art-enhanced events annually throughout West 

Michigan. Recent and recurring events include live mannequin nights, human sculptures, downtown live-

painting events, food-and-beverage tastings and walking tours. A co-founder of Kids ArtFest, Cynthia was 

the event’s executive producer for three years.  Kids ArtFest is a large-scale experience during ArtPrize 

catering to 10,000 participants annually, featuring live performances by artists and musicians. An art 

educator for more than 20 years, Cynthia facilitates classes, workshops and private lessons for children and 

adults, with emphases in studio art, art history and cultural art, in addition to arts-centered team-building 

experiences.  Cynthia also offers lecture series and programming on a variety of subjects including 

community relations and economic impacts of the arts and art-centered events. Cynthia is an Independent 

Docent for the Art Institute of Chicago. She studied fashion design and merchandising and economics at 

Northwood University and education and art anthropology at Indiana University, finishing with honors. 
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