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Waterfront Film Festival Opens Thursday 

More than 70 Films will be Screened During Four-Day Festival June 7-10 
 

Saugatuck, Michigan, June 4, 2007 – The 9th Annual Waterfront Film Festival opens Thursday in 
Saugatuck, Mich. 
 
Tickets are now on sale for the four-day festival, which will screen more than 70 films.  WFF kicks off at 
6 p.m. on Thursday with an outdoor waterfront party with music by The Damnwells and a free screening 
of “Close Encounters of the Third Kind” in honor of its 30th anniversary.  The Festival will close Sunday 
evening with a 9 p.m. film. 
 
During the June 7-10 festival, movie goers will be able to see a wide range of independent and 
documentary films, including several with Michigan ties.  Individual tickets and passes are now on sale. 
 
“This festival will be the best WFF to date,” said Kori Eldean, co-founder of WFF.  “We have secured 
some exceptional films and look forward to introducing talented new directors and actors to the always-
appreciative crowds of film goers who attend Waterfront each year.  We are especially delighted to have 
secured several favorites from Sundance.” 
 
A complete schedule of films is available online at http://www.waterfrontfilm.org/index.php?p=2&s=3.  
Gala films featured this year will include: 

• “Chapter 27” stars Jared Leto as the infamous Beatles stalker Mark David Chapman as he spirals 
out of control in the days leading up to his calculated murder of John Lennon.  The film, which 
was an official selection of the Sundance Film Festival, also stars Linsday Lohan.  

• “I Have Never Forgotten You: The Life & Legacy of Simon Wiesenthal” is narrated by Academy 
Award-winning actress Nicole Kidman and directed by Academy Award-winning documentarian 
Richard Trank.  This powerful and moving film delves into the life and legacy of the famed 
Jewish Holocaust survivor turned Nazi-hunting hero.  

• “Eagle vs. Shark,” which was nominated for the Grand Jury Prize at the 2007 Sundance Film 
Festival, tells the story of two socially awkward misfits and their attempts to find love through 
revenge on high-school bullies, hamburgers and video games. 

•  “American Fork,” a comedy from the producer of “Napoleon Dynamite” starring William 
Baldwin and Academy Award-nominee Kathleen Quinlan.  This film, which tells the story of a 
grocery clerk with a mind of a dreamer, the soul of a poet and the body of a fat man, was an 
official selection for the Slamdance Film Festival. 
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• “Memories of Tomorrow,” featuring actor Ken Watanabe, best known for his roles in the Oscar-

nominated films “Letters from Iwo Jima” and “Memoirs of a Geisha.”  Watanabe plays a 
successful businessman whose family life is shattered by the early onset of Alzheimer’s in this 
film, which earned him a trophy for best actor and a best-film nomination for the Award of the 
Japanese Academy. 

•  “On Broadway” is a crowd-pleasing comedy-drama that stars Joseph McIntyre.  After an 
unexpected death in the family, an aspiring Boston playwright creates a play about the events.   
With a misfit group of would-be actors and friends, the gang struggles to stage the production in a 
rowdy Irish pub.  

 
Passes range in price from $60-65 for a day pass, which guarantees priority admission to all films and 
seminars for a single day, to $500 for a patron pass, which also offers entry to VIP mixers and includes a 
$250 tax-deductible contribution.   
 
Additionally, filmgoers can also purchase a fast pass for $250 that gives priority admission to all films 
and seminars, as well as exclusive entry to Friday and Saturday VIP mixers.  The $150 super pass option 
provides priority entry to all films and seminars for the festival. Passes can be purchased online at 
www.waterfrontfilm.org and may be picked up at WFF headquarters at 347 Water Street in Saugatuck.  
 
Since its inception in 1999, the Waterfront Film Festival has focused on documentaries, independent and 
related types of films.  The past three festivals have screened 14 world premieres of films, as well as more 
than 100 Midwestern premiers of films that have been recognized by the Academy Awards and other 
leading festivals. 
 
WFF is one of the largest all-volunteer festivals in the Midwest.  Last year, more than 200 people 
volunteered to make the festival a success. 
 
Sponsors for the 2007 festival include Kodak, MGM, National Endowment for the Arts and the Screen 
Actors Guild.  Media sponsors include Fox 17 in Grand Rapids and The Grand Rapids Press.  
 
For more information, visit www.waterfrontfilm.org. 
 
About Waterfront Film Festival 
Now in its ninth year, the Waterfront Film Festival celebrates independent film and filmmakers in a non-
competitive environment.  Located in Saugatuck, Mich., WFF is one of the leading destination film 
festivals in the Midwest, regularly hosting Midwest premieres of Academy Award-winning and                
-nominated documentaries.  WFF is committed to education and features seminars designed to encourage 
the next generation of actors, writers and directors. For more information on the 2007 festival, which is 
scheduled June 7-10, visit www.waterfrontfilm.org. 
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