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Waterfront Film Festival Named to Top 5 Film Festivals by SAGIndie 

 
Saugatuck, Michigan, December 18, 2007 – The Waterfront Film Festival is sharing top billing with 
Sundance and Cannes as one of the top 5 film festivals by SAGIndie. 
 
WFF is being recognized in Screen Actor, a national publication distributed by The Screen Actor’s Guild 
to every professional actor and thousands of production companies.  The article, which also lists the 
powerhouse festivals South by Southwest in Austin, Texas, and Cinevegas in Las Vegas, notes that WFF 
is “held in a town that doesn’t even have a movie theatre in it.  But it gets great town support.  The 
DePree family runs it flawlessly, they get great films and all of the filmmakers stay in one motel.  It’s like 
indie summer camp!” 
 
“It is incredibly exciting for the Waterfront Film Festival to be included on the same list as Sundance and 
Cannes,” said Dori DePree, co-founder of the annual festival that celebrates independent film.  “Each 
year, we draw thousands of film lovers from across the Midwest and around the country, and each year 
they tell us that they return because they enjoy the great films and relaxed atmosphere of the festival. 
 
“We have been called a ‘laid-back Sundance.’  We strive for a non-competitive environment that features 
great films and engaging educational programs set against a beautiful lakeshore backdrop.  We are 
pleased that SAGIndie, which travels to every major film festival, has selected us for this terrific honor.” 
 
In 2008, Waterfront Film Festival will celebrate its 10th anniversary.  Founded by Hopwood, Dana and 
Dori DePree, Kori Eldean and Judy Smith, WFF is one of the leading destination film festivals in the 
Midwest, regularly hosting Midwest premieres of Academy Award-winning and -nominated 
documentaries. 
 
Last year, more than 14,000 tickets were sold for the four-day festival, which screened more than 70 
films.  The 2008 festival will be held June 12-15. 
 
Filmgoers can support WFF on Friday, Jan. 25 when the Festival and the Saugatuck Area Business 
Association again sponsor their popular mid-winter fundraiser, “Dinner and the Movies” in Saugatuck. 
 
This sixth annual fundraiser, which will benefit the non-profit, volunteer-run Waterfront Film Festival, is 
slated as the kickoff to Winter Fest, a weekend of winter activities in Saugatuck.  “Dinner and the 
Movies” will begin at 6:30 p.m. at Coral Gables at 220 Water Street with a silent auction.  Fans of WFF 
will enjoy a three-course dinner; each course will be accompanied by a short film chosen by WFF 
organizers. 
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Tickets for the event, which is open to the public, are $65 per person.  
 
For the first time, WFF will also host “Food and a Flick” fundraiser in Grand Rapids on March 20.  The 
event will begin at 6 p.m. at Celebration Cinema North. 
 
About Waterfront Film Festival 
Now in its tenth year, the Waterfront Film Festival celebrates independent film and filmmakers in a non-
competitive environment.  Located in Saugatuck, Mich., WFF is one of the leading destination film 
festivals in the Midwest, regularly hosting Midwest premieres of Academy Award-winning and  
-nominated documentaries.  WFF is committed to education and features seminars designed to encourage 
the next generation of actors, writers and directors. For more information on the 2008 festival, which is 
scheduled June 12-15, visit www.waterfrontfilm.org. 
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