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Waterfront Seminars, Perseverance Result in 
‘Hollywood Ending’ for Film Festival Attendee  

 
SAUGATUCK, MI – Skyler Stone is just your average Midwestern guy with a dream. A 
dream come true, that is. And it all started in a small lakeside town at a small 
independent film event called the Waterfront Film Festival. Back in 2000, the 
Waterfront Film Festival was still getting its legs. The festival was in its second year; 
they showed 40 films and drew a memorable crowd of  about 3500 attendees. Skyler 
Stone was among them.   
 
A native of Kalamazoo Michigan and a 
graduate of Western Michigan University 
with a degree that could only be called 
eclectic, Stone developed a passion for film 
and comedy at an early age. “I wanted to be 
an archaeologist until I was 12. Then I 
realized that they all weren’t living the lives 
of Indiana Jones,” said Stone. “That’s when I 
became interested in how movies are made.” 
 
The Waterfront Film Festival offered him the 
perfect opportunity to find out more about 
pursuing a career in Hollywood. The day he 
lost his job at a Kalamazoo radio station he took a road trip to Saugatuck to attend 
the film festival. The founders of Waterfront take pride in the fact that they have 
nurtured an event with a laid back atmosphere; one in which attendees and industry 
professional mix. Independent filmmakers are passionate about their craft. They 
want to share their craft with others not simply via the somewhat solo experience of 
watching a film in a darkened theater.  
 
Opportunities abound for festival-goers to talk to the producers, directors, and actors 
and ask them about their creative pursuits. This year there are five different 
seminars throughout the weekend ranging in topics from “Inside Scoop on Indie 
Film” to “Funny Farm”, a panel discussion exploring how to get your ‘unique voice 
(with a comic edge) heard through the power of media and film 
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That is just what Stone did. Using contacts he made at the festival in 2000, he 
moved out to Los Angeles and studied acting with director, Mickey Willis who was at 
the festival with his film, The Shoeshine Boys, one of the popular films in 2000 
festival. Willis, and others Stone met at the festival have proven to be more than 
your average ‘industry contacts’ for him. They have become mentors and friends. 
Stone reflected, “I think they saw more than just another desperate and hungry kid 
trying to make a go of it in Hollywood. They saw someone who was serious and 
hungry and they helped me out in untold ways. It was awesome.” 
 
Five years later Stone is doing stand-up at colleges across the country, has a cameo 
in LionsGate’s upcoming indie comedy WAITING, plays opposite Scarlett Johanssen 
in this summer’s thriller THE ISLAND from Dreamworks. And that’s not the end of it. 

 
This spring Comedy Central opened their door to let actor/comedian Skyler Stone 
come running into their tight family by ordering 8 episodes of his reality show CON. 
“It’s actually an anti-reality show. It’s very punk rock. Edgier than your average lame 
reality fare. You have never seen a show like this. A show that not only shows you 
the pranks, but how to do them,” says Stone.  
 
A previously un-aired episode of “Con” will be shown on Sunday night June 12th at 
Coral Gables, after which Stone will serve up some of his unique wit with a short 
stand-up comedy performance. 
 
Stone credits his successes to attending Waterfront that weekend five years ago. He 
will be attending this year’s festival as a success story. And this time he’s hoping he 
will be able to give some sage answers to the proverbial question, “How do I pursue 
a career in Hollywood?” 
 
 
WORKSHOPS & SEMINARS  - Attending filmmakers and luminaries from the 
film world will join in candid discussions and workshops covering the bases of the 
indie world.  Whether you are a director, screenwriter, producer, actor, or just 
curious, you won't want to miss this no-holds barred look at moviemaking. 
 
INSIDE SCOOP ON INDIE FILM  
Friday, June 10 @ 1:00 p.m. / Venue 3 Auditorium II  
Making an independent movie takes tremendous dedication and drive. From concept 
to screen, the average indie film takes seven years to complete. Discover what it 
really takes to survive those years of struggle and learn the startling truths about 
launching a career in film. You'll learn what they don't tell you in film school. From 
screenwriting and financing to producing and promoting, our panel will tell-it-like-it-
is.  

• Nicholas Jarecki - Director, “The Outsider” 
• Randy Miller - Director, “Marilyn Hotchkiss Ballroom Dancing and Charm 

School” 
• Anthony Ng, - Director, “212” 
• Jason Ruscio, - Director, “Laura Smiles” 
• Doug Sadler - Director, “Swimmers” 
• James Toback - Academy Award Nominee 
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Also in attendance: 
• Paul Bales - Director of SAGIndie, the Screen Actors Guild 

educational/outreach program for independent filmmakers 
• Kay Schaber - Writers Guild of America, west, Independent Film Program  

 
 
DON’T CALL US, WE’LL CALL YOU… 
Friday, June 10 @ 2:30 PM / Venue 3 Auditorium II 
The entertainment industry is one of the most competitive businesses in the world.  
Hollywood hopefuls face constant rejection, always hearing the word “no”.  So what 
can you do to set yourself apart?  Is it really who you know, not what you know?  
What are some of the biggest mistakes aspiring hopefuls make?  Join this esteemed 
panel of agents, managers, producers, and industry execs to hear their side of the 
story. 
 

• Lindsay Devlin - Dir. of Development, Kerner Ent. Co., “Fried Green 
Tomatoes” 

• Harley Copen -  Feature Film Literary Agent, BWCS Agency 
• Robert Frederick - Producer, “The Wild Guys” 
• Jay Froberg - Talent Manager, ROAR 
• Rebecca Green - LionsGate Films 
• Adam Herz, - Screenwriter, “American Pie” trilogy 
• Craig Kestel - Agent, William Morris Agency 
• William Ward - Talent Manager, ROAR 

 
 
FUNNY FARM: Bucking the System 
Saturday June 11 @ 11:00 AM / Venue 3 Auditorium II 
So you’ve got a funny, strange or interesting way of looking at things but aren’t sure 
what to do with it.  Your Auntie Mabel says you have the power to change the world.  
Join some of the greatest hoaxers, pranksters, humorists and those skilled with a 
comic edge to hear how they got their unique voice heard through the power of 
media and film. 

• Alan Abel - considered one of the greatest hoaxers of the 20th century 
• Jenny Abel  - Director, “Abel Raises Cain” 
• Ron English - Legendary pop artist known as the “billboard bandit” 
• Wendie Malick – Golden Globe and two-time Emmy Award Nominee 
• Joel Stein - Humor columnist, Entertainment Weekly, LA Times, Time 

Magazine 
• Pete Schwaba - “The Godfather of Green Bay”, Stand-up on HBO, Comedy 

Central 
• Skyler Stone - Writer/Creator/Star of “Con” on Comedy Central 

 
ALL SEMINARS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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LIVE READING OF 2005 SCREENPLAY COMPETITION WINNER 
“QWERTY” 
Saturday June 11 @ 2:00 PM / Venue 3 Auditorium II   
 
Writing the great American screenplay is a dream shared by many, but 
actually getting your script noticed is an entirely different story.  Check out 
this year’s winner, Qwerty, by Chicagoland resident, Juliet McDaniel, and 
meet some of our Los Angeles and New York based entertainment industry 
executives that selected her screenplay from over one hundred other 
submissions.  Under the direction of veteran Hollywood Director John Putch, 
professional actors will bring Qwerty to life, including appearances by: 
Jackson Davies - “Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventures”, “X Files”, “The Wild 
Guys” 

• Christine Elise - “ER”, “90210”, “Law and Order” 
• Richard Speight, Jr. - HBO’s “Band of Brothers”, CBS “The Agency” 
 
The Waterfront Film Festival Screenplay Competition seeks to find and promote 
talented undiscovered writers from throughout the four Lake Michigan 
waterfront states of Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin.  The deadline 
for next year submission is February 3, 2006 
 

SHORT STUFF: Getting Your Short Seen 
Sunday, June 12 @ 12:00 PM / Venue 3 Auditorium II 
 
Making a great short film can serve as a calling card and open many doors in 
Hollywood.  What kinds of problems can you expect when making your 
short?  In a market saturated with competition, what are the secrets to 
making a short film that will stand out from the rest?  

• Steven Bognar - Director, Sundance Shorts “Gravel” and “Picture Day” 
• Matthew Bonifacio - Director, “Bagelized!” 
• Dana Brunetti - Co-founded TriggerStreet.com with Kevin Spacey 
• Otis Mannick - Director, “What If In This Life” 
• Ross Partridge – Producer, TriggerStreet.com 

 
PREMIERE YOUR FILM NEXT YEAR: 
MAKING AN ANTI-HOLLYWOOD MOVIE FOR UNDER 40 GRAND 
A workshop with veteran Hollywood Director John Putch 
Sunday June 12 @ 1:30 – 4:00 PM / Venue 3 Auditorium II 
Are you a filmmaker and want to make your dream movie?  Are you afraid of how 
much it will cost?  This workshop will open your eyes to the possibility.  From 
inception through post- production. 
 
Veteran indie filmmaker JOHN PUTCH candidly recounts how he has done just that 
with his latest production, MOJAVE PHONE BOOTH.    
 
His award winning independent films include: VALERIE FLAKE, PURSUIT OF 
HAPPINESS and BACHELORMAN.  In addition to countless hours of TV episodics and 
movies of the week, Putch’s latest TV project is the 20 million dollar remake of THE 
POSEIDON ADVENTURE, due to air on NBC this fall.  
 

- more -  



Hollywood Ending   Page 5 of 5 
 
 

- more -  

Join John for a no BS, eye opening session filled with tips, tricks and insights on how 
John made MOJAVE PHONE BOOTH for a fraction of what Hollywood could have done 
it for. 
 
 
Attendees who have a movie in mind, please bring a 2 paragraph synopsis & 
character list. 

 
ALL SEMINARS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 
 
Waterfront Film Festival is supported by the Michigan Council for the Arts and 
Cultural Affairs and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 

For more information visit: www.waterfrontfilm.org 
 
 
Saugatuck, located midway between Detroit and Chicago is considered one of the top 
20 arts and crafts destinations in the U.S. This charming village known as the Art 
Coast of Michigan is nestled in the beautiful white sand dunes of Lake Michigan and 
curled around an inland bay. With its beautiful beaches, diverse shopping, eclectic 
cuisine and nightlife – all within easy access of festival venues - the area's relaxed 
atmosphere has charmed visitors for nearly a century. 
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