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2005 Waterfront Film Festival Announces Premieres,                   
Parties, Celebrities 

 
SAUGATUCK, MICHIGAN – Golden-Globe and two-time Emmy Award Nominee Wendie 
Malick (seven seasons as Nina Van Horn on the NBC hit show “Just Shoot Me”), and 
Legendary writer/director James Toback (Oscar Nominee, Bugsy) are just two of many 
celebrities and filmmakers set to join the fun at the seventh annual Waterfront Film Festival, 
June 9 – 12, in Saugatuck, Michigan.  Ms. Malick is attending the Festival with her film 
Raising Genius, and Mr. Toback with documentary The Outsider, which chronicles his recent 
battle to get a movie made.  With the festival in just over two weeks, FastPasses are selling 
briskly, and many sold-out shows are expected.  Organizers and volunteers associated with 
the event are extremely enthusiastic to present another strong year of over 70 films; 18 
selections from the prestigious Sundance Film Festival, lots of award winning audience 
favorites and a good number of new discoveries – many from the Midwest. 
 
“This is an amazing opportunity for people to see a wide variety of high caliber independent 
films that might not otherwise make it to this region,” said Co-Founder Hopwood DePree 
from Waterfront’s satellite LA office, “And you have the unique chance to talk to the director 
or stars when the movie is over.  It’s fantastic!  People love it!” 
 
Last year, Waterfront Film Festival hosted the Midwestern Premieres of several films that 
went on to major success.  Napoleon Dynamite, later grossed nearly 45 million dollars at 
the box office; and two others received Oscar nods as best documentary features, The Story 
of the Weeping Camel and Born into Brothels with the latter taking home the much-coveted 
Academy Award. 
 
This year’s highlights include: 
 
March of the Penguins – (MIDWEST PREMIERE) - An absolute MUST SEE!!!  A magnificent 
film that follows the treacherous journey of a group of loveable penguins as they march to 
find their mates.  An accomplishment in filmmaking for a crew that endured the Antarctic 
winter for 13 months to capture never-before filmed footage of this incredible adventure.  
Fans of Winged Migration and The Story of the Weeping Camel will love this one.  Family 
friendly. (Official Selection 2005 Sundance Film Festival) 
 
Me and You and Everyone We Know – (MICHIGAN PREMIERE) – Award winner, 2005 
Sundance Film Festival, 2005 Cannes Film Festival - The acclaimed multimedia performance 
artist Miranda July makes the leap to feature filmmaking with this absolutely hilarious and 
wonderfully original comedy. Boundaries are pushed as a lonely shoe salesman reaches out 
to connect with others in a weirdo world where everyone has their own set of modern day 
peculiar problems.  
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Murderball – (MICHIGAN PREMIERE) - Winner, Audience Award 2005 Sundance Film 
Festival - This amazing and inspiring true story follows the wheelchair-confined athletes of 
Team USA as they prepare to win the gold medal at the highly competitive Paralympics. 
Murderball (aka quad rugby) combines the finesse of soccer with the bone-jarring collisions 
of a demolition derby. Like an all-access pass into the locker rooms, bedrooms and lives of 
these men, this film chronicles their unimaginable obstacles to become world-class athletes.  
 
Marilyn Hotchkiss Ballroom Dancing & Charm School  – (MIDWEST PREMIERE) - A 
superbly engrossing drama!  A lost truck driver happens upon a tragic car accident and 
urgently attempts to comfort the dying victim (brilliantly portrayed by John Goodman) who 
struggles with his last breaths to disclose his planned reunion of a meeting with his lost 
childhood love.  Suddenly, the dying man’s dream becomes another man’s destiny.  (Cast 
also includes Academy Award Winner Marisa Tomei, Mary Steenburgen, Donnie Wahlberg 
and Sean Astin; Official Selection 2005 Sundance Film Festival)  Director and several cast 
members in attendance.  
 
The Art & Crimes of Ron English – (MICHIGAN PREMIERE) - Corporate America look out! 
An engaging thrill ride into the life and art of the legendary pop artist Ron English. Known 
as the "billboard bandit" he takes traditional advertising hostage, subverting familiar images 
and words with confrontational art.  Ron English in attendance! 
 
The Godfather of Green Bay – (MICHIGAN PREMIERE) - A crowd pleaser!  Two struggling 
standup comedians from LA make a road trip to Wisconsin during deer-hunting season in 
search of The Tonight Show’s talent booker who is rumored to be in town.  The “LA guys” 
hilariously soon find themselves as fish out of water, surrounded by beer-drinking, 
Macarena-dancing, mullet-wearing locals ready to teach them a thing or two.  Featuring 
Lauren Holly with a musical score featuring the BoDeans.  Director in attendance. 
 
Grizzly Man – (MIDWEST PREMIERE) - Be the first in the Midwest to see this critically 
acclaimed true story!  After Timothy Treadwell and partner Amie Huguenard are devoured 
by a grizzly bear, video footage of their journey into the Alaskan wilderness to live safely 
among the grizzly bears is discovered.  Famed director Werner Herzog brilliantly pieces 
together Treadwell’s footage to tell the tale of this intriguing, infuriating and perhaps even 
tragic figure, right up until his final moments.  (Official Selection 2005 Sundance Film 
Festival) 
 

FOR A COMPLETE LIST FILMS: www.waterfrontfilm.org 
 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS: 
 
OPENING NIGHT 
The Festival kicks off at 6pm on Thursday June 9th  with an outdoor street party, beer 
garden and concert open to the general public. The Waterfront Film Festival Concert By The 
Shore includes performances by VIP musical guests: Multi-platinum and dual Grammy 
Nominated Emerson Hart (lead singer, TONIC), Brian VanderArk (lead singer and principal 
songwriter for the Verve Pipe), and nationally acclaimed singer recording artist Franky 
Perez.  At dusk, there will be a free outdoor screening of UNSALTED: A Great Lakes 
Experience showcasing the wild world of fresh-water surfing on the Great Lakes. 
Professional Surfers Joe Curren and Jenni Flanigan will be in attendance, as sponsored by 
OP and Surfer Magazine.  The Beer Garden will feature a limited edition “Waterfront Ale”, 
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hand-crafted specially for the festival by New Holland Brewing Company. Outdoor screening 
made possible, in part by the Saugatuck/Douglas Area Community Fund. 
 
LIVE PRESENTATION OF 2005 SCREENPLAY COMPETITION WINNER 
The screenplay competition was created last year as a way to discover and promote new 
screenwriting talent in the four Lake Michigan "waterfront" states. The screening committee 
reviewed an overwhelming number of submissions (over 100) from graduates of various 
university film and writing programs in the area. The winning screenplay, Qwerty, Juliet 
McDaniel’s original, offbeat, and highly entertaining romantic comedy will be presented as a 
staged reading by renowned actors during the Festival followed by a Writers Guild of 
America reception honoring the winning writer. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
HISTORY 
The Waterfront Film Festival was founded in 1999, by a group of Midwestern-native 
entertainment industry professionals as a “middle coast” venue for impressive independent 
film.  It is a non-profit, volunteer-run event. 
 
LOCATION 
Saugatuck, located midway between Detroit and Chicago is considered one of the top 20 
arts destinations in the U.S. This charming early-1900’s village is known as the “Art Coast of 
Michigan”.  Nestled in the beautiful white sand dunes of Lake Michigan and curled around an 
inland bay, its pristine beaches, quaint B&B’s, diverse shopping, eclectic cuisine and 
energetic nightlife are all within easy access of festival venues. 
 
DATES 
June 9 –12, 2005 
 
Waterfront Film Festival is supported by the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural 
Affairs and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 

For more information visit: www.waterfrontfilm.org 
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